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and most far-seeing statesman this country has produced, but, as far as time and space will allow, to bring before the present generation such other Tennesseans whose patriotic services in the field or in council, entitle them to a place in the history of my beloved State, I shall stop here in the general work and introduce a man whom I may appropriately call the "Wizard of the Woods."
No life of Jackson and no sketch of Sam Houston can be made satisfactory by leaving out Davy Crockett, a bear-hunter by trade, a daring Indian fighter when soldiers were needed, a member of Congress for diversion, and as true a patriot as was ever shot to death by cowards who killed prisoners. Crockett was born in Washington County, Tennessee; ran away from home when a boy and settled in Lincoln County; then moved to Franklin County, and at Winchester joined a company for the Creek War, having probably been in the Natchez campaign as a boy. He went out with the first campaign, but re-enlisted and went out with the second. He was under Coffee and made a splendid soldier. After the war he moved to Lawrence County; then he was one of the first settlers in West Tennessee, and was twice elected to Congress, and once defeated by Adam Huntsman.
His biographers have sought unwittingly, as I think, to profit by making him a much more illiterate man than he was. He made several sound, strong speeches in Congress on practical subjects, which were reported at the time. He was undoubtedly the Tennessee Daniel Boone, and always moved when he could not cut trees for firewood in the yard. His diversion, when not hunting, was getting up shooting matches and winning beef. For a good many years his most dangerous competitor for shooting matches was John A. Murrel.
Col. Robert I. Chester told me that he had stayed all night with him when he was a member of Congress,as the greatest captain of his time, and the boldest rivers approachrimes by still further suffering. Those hopes which have so long deluded them must be driven from their last refuge. They must be made to know their prophets are imposters, and that our strength is mighty and will prevail. Then, and not till then, may we expect to make with them a peace that shall be permanent."cted to result from this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
